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Hurricane Katrina caused many problems in the Gulf Coast of the US, not the least of which was how to provide medical care to thousands of affected citizens, when much of the medical infrastructure was destroyed.  The hurricane destroyed more than just doctor’s offices and hospitals, medical records and related data were also effected – whether stored on a computer hard drive or paper chart.  In some cases, patients might have lost their entire medical history.  

How can we store medical data securely, so that it is protected from natural disasters, theft, and malicious use?  Wallet medical records may be the answer.  Walletex, an Israeli company, produces a USB flash drive that fits into a conventional wallet.  It is the approximate size and slightly thicker than a normal credit card (please visit www.walletex.com).  The system is universal – any windows computer with a USB port can read the Walletex drive.  It is also relatively inexpensive; the cards cost $20 per person.  
How is the wallet medical record secure?  Most people guard their wallets closely.  We find it difficult to function without our driver's license, credit cards, and other items.  It is true that wallets are sometimes lost or stolen, but the average individual has much more control over their wallet than their medical history.  Wallet medical records are like a database widely distributed over the internet – even if a few of the servers fail, the system as a whole is not destroyed.  In the event of a disaster, the loss of a hospital or doctors office will not necessarily mean catastrophic data loss.  As long as patients keep their wallets, their medical data should be safe.  
Medical data may be stored in an online database.  All it takes is a simple mistake, and medical data for thousands of patients may be available as a free download on the web.  The Walletex drive is waterproof, so no data loss will occur from a flood or unintentional washing.  It is not sensitive to magnetic fields like credit cards.  Patients may always return to the last doctor that treated them in order to retrieve their information, should their card become lost or stolen.  This way the data is always backed up, both the doctor and the physician maintain copies.  
Using technology developed by XLEMR, we can store a patient's entire medical history on a USB flash drive.  The patient's medical history and other sensitive documents like lab reports are stored in an encrypted vault on the Walletex drive, so the information will be safe in the event of loss or theft.  
Less sensitive information is stored at the root of the Walletex drive, unencrypted and ready for immediate access.  Information like current medications, allergies, emergency contacts, power of attorney, and living will are available for use by first responders and other medical personnel if the patient is unconscious.  Rapid access to crucial information could allow first responders to provide better care, which can save lives.  
The wallet EMR is designed for use with XLEMR – the first custom electronic medical record based on Microsoft Office.  XLEMR uses a Microsoft Excel file to contain the patient's chart.  Other documents are stored as MS Word documents, tiffs, or pdfs, all of which can be easily stored on the Walletex drive.  

If you would like to learn more information or try out XLEMR or any of our other products, please give us a call at 678-908-3543, visit us on the web at www.xlemr.com, or send us an email at info@xlemr.com.  We look forward to meeting your needs.  

